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TW O 


LET T ERS 


To the Riverend 


Dr. BENTLEY. 


WITH THE 


Doctors ANSWER, &c. 


E Reverend Dr. Bently ha- 
= ving honour'd me as. an 
Anſwer to my Firft Letter, 
and therein — me more 

3 than I asked; and having 
alfa, in Compliance with my own —— 
returned that Letter ; it ma 5 


as betr Converſation, 
either 2 Laar or my own. 
13 But 
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(2) 


But this may readily be accounted for, 


by theſe. Motives for ſo doing. 
1. The People of Hurope, for now above 
160 Years, have been taught to think, that 
Edition of the Greek Teſtament by Ste- 
phens, in 1550, was as correct as was poſ- 
ſible ; and therefore ſhould any new Edi- 
tion omit any Paſſage which Stephens 
has inſerted, there may be danger of 
ſhocking the Authority of the Whole. 
. This Danger encreaſes in Propor- 
tion as the Author ſ of ſuch Edition bears 


a Character for Learning and Opportuni- 


ty; and therefore muſt be very much 
increafed by Dr. Bentley's Edition, if he 
{ſhould omit any thing. | 

There are Inſtances ready to produce, 
if neceſſary, that this Apprehenſion has 
too much Foundation. (t.) The Ene- 
mies of the Orthodox Faith aſſume great 
Advantages to themſelves, from a ſup- 


poſed want of Authority, in that of 
St. John, 1 Ep. v. 7. which gave occaſi- 


on to this Commerce: And they make 
repeated Ovations over that ſuppoſititious 
Defect; and take Occaſions for them, 
from a Report, that Dr. Bentley's Edition 
will omit it. And then (2.) the Ene- 
mies of Revealed Religion find their Ac- 

count 
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(3) 
count in that which they defire may be 
An Uncertainty in the Rule of Faith. 

3. I am under an Obligation, by my 
Second Letter, not to — to Dr. Bent- 
ley any more; and therefore, for the Rea- 
ſons above alledged, hold my ſelf obliged 
to expoſe my Letters to the World, that 
ſome Learned Man or other may be in- 
duced thereby to move the Doctor to uſe 
ſome other G beſides thoſe 
mentioned in his Letter, for leading Men 
out of the Labyrinth of various Lections. 
Therefore I depend upon Dr. Bentley, 
that he will be well pleaſed with — 


— 


am doing: And only ask the Reader's Pa 
don, for giving him the Trouble of pe- 
ruſing Papers not intended for Publick 
View, and conſequently not fo correct as 


they ought to have been; for which, all 


the Atonement I can make, is, To aſſure 
him, I am ready to explain, or prove, or 
even retract any thing I have written, if 


. 


I cannot prove it right. t 
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LETTER L 
Wherein the A of * 3h EY 
is fully proved. 

5 To the Reverend Dr. Bentley. ; 
e ee 


" on Fame tells me, you are up- 
on a New Edition of the Greek 


- 
* 


Teſtament, and intend to omit that of 


St. John, "Ori Teas det x. 1 Ep. v. 7. 
Though I have not the Honour to be 
perſonally known to you, the Importance 
of the Subject forces me to write what 
I think is an Evidence for the Text, 
which I beg you to accept favourably, 
and conſider what is written, without 
enquiring who writes. | 


$. 1. The Paragraph in this Chapter, 
from v. 9, to v. 15 mcluſive, is agreed to 


be Genuin; and (in my Opinion) proves 
the Text in Queſtion, to be in ike manner 


Genuin. That Paragraph is thus in my 
Book. Ver P 
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* ver. 5. on abe i, i Marra e. * 
prjaalvenrs 7e Te ys durd. S 
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8 2 The Verfion of chis Paſſage i _ 

Ver. 9, 10. This is the Teſtimony of God, which he 
hath reſtified concerning his Son. He that betieveth in the 
Son of God, hach the Teſtimony by him. He that believeth 
not God, maketh him a Lyar, becauſe he believerh not in 
the Teſtimony which God hath teſtiſied of his Son. 

Ver, 11, 12. And this is he Jones, that God hath 

given us eternal Life: and this is by his Son. He 
chat hath the Son harh Life, he chat harh not that Son of 
God, hath nor that Liſe. 
Ver. 13. Theſe Things have I written to you that be- 
lieve in 2 the Son of God, . 
that ye have eternal Life, and that ye may lieve in the 
Name of the Son of God. 

Ver. 14,15. And thisis the Confidence which we have 
towards him, that if we ask any according to his 
Will, he heareth us. And if we know he heareth us, 
whatever we ask, we know we have the Petitions which 
we have put up to him. 
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$. 2. The Recozd bere referred to 
begins at v. 6. and takes in the Text in 
Queſtion. I will put it down with the 
various Lections in different Ink, * to be 


omitted or read as it deſerves. 


Ver. 6. + Ob- lin vos 8 165 d G, mention- 
ed in the laſt preceding Clauſe) *$v 5 N di 
d x; df, IHEOTE 8 K dn & ms 


$7418 
* Thus the Letter In which the Wards in Queſtion were 
put in Rea: Int. 8 +... | 09 


+, Ver. 6. This Perſon ( Jeſys che Son of God) is 
he chat came by Water and Blood, IE SUS, the Chriſt; 
not ih the Water only, bur 1n che Water and in the Blood, 
005 in the Spirit. x] Now it is the Spirit that beareth 
Witness, becauſe that Spirit is che Trurh. © 
— Word, and the Holy Ghoſt; a6d theſe 
rhe Father, are One | 4 4 A 

8. And chere are Three chat bear Witneſs on Earth, 
the Spirit, the Water, and the Blood; and theſe Three 
are in that One | 
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S rot of Teas v ei. 

8. Kal vęcis dio of pagruggwilles è Th yh, v8 
ruhe, u, To dee, x, T9 dH x; of r eg 76 i 
eo, | 

Other Variations are not of Conſequence 
to the Queſſion. 


* My Bock has not this, but Bex a has noted it to be 
in ſo me of his Manuſcripts. ed. 


. 3: The fiſt and laft of theſe various 


Lections may be determined by the Re- 
cord itſelf. P 


rſpicuity requires to begi 

with the Laſt. Thi Ocniſſion of ade 79 85 
makes the Sth Verſe affirm, the Spirit, 
and Water, and Blood, tobe One Thin ; 
which is contrary to. Truth, if we A: 
vdwe and aa (b) in the common Accepta- 


—_— — 


tion; and if we take them for Things in 
which Chriſt came, as it is manifeſt from 
ver. 6. 3 be taken, then by the ſame 
6th ver. they are very diſtindt᷑. Chriſt may 
be confeſſed to come in the Water, and 


—— 


(a) In that. (bd) Water and Blood, 
t rot 


cauſe ryat 


»ot-in the Blood. And by this Verſe they 
muſt be diftin# W , therefore they 


cannot be EN One thing, but eic 1 ty (a) 


they may be. 
As to the firft various Reading the Ad- 
dition e ICH (b) in v. 6. the Fuſt- 


neſs of it will appear, when the Meamng of 


the Word Th@pa. (c) is ſettled. 
1. The Clauſe II We wv n d ,,,¶ (d) 
ſeems in other words to expreſs what Chriſt 
himſelf ſays, ohn iv. 23. Th&pa 5 Octs. (e) 
And then it will ſignify the —y of 
God: That Truth hich is the ſelf-e 
i tent Subſtance, the Author and Preſe hwy 
of all Subſtance, and conſequently Omniſ- 


cient and Infallible ; and ſo the beſt Wit- 


neſs : The Spirit that beareth Witneſs, be- 
Spirit is the Truth, 
Word TIB CH () in ver. 8. ſeems 
determin d by the Clauſe 2 m iv eie (g) to 
differ from the ſame Word in the Clauſe 
before named in ver. 6. (1.) That which 
is in any thing muſt differ from that in 
which it is. And dt in this Author is 
in. eig T zo\Tov 78 walegs, Jn the Boſom of 
the Father. (2.) Es (h) has no Subſtantive, 


oe en — — — — 
(a) In that one. (b) And in the Spirit. (c) $ irit. 
d) The Spirit is the Truth. (e) God © Siri 
8 Spirit. (8) dre in that one. ( One. 
ſave 


$. 


Words in this Clauſe, for the Prophetick 
; 75 is in the Subſtance of God, as the 


(9) 
ave II (i) in a preceding Clauſe. (3.) 
5 3 in this Clauſe 1 ſo ih 2 
Indus (i) in v. 6. ag dv & alu (k) 


are therein. Now theſe are therein by 
Voluntary Aſſumption, which cannot be 
ſaid of the Spirit which is the Truth. 


(4.) This very Epiſtle uſes the Word to 
denote the Prophetick Office, Chap. iv. 1. 


7 Believe not every Spirit, but Try the Spi- 


rits whether they are of God, becauſe ma- 
falſe Prophets are gone out. Now this 
nſe of the Word agrees with the other 


ater and the Blood, in which Chriſt 


cane, are in that Subſtance ;, for as Chriſt 
came voluntarily in the Water, and in the 
Blood, ſo alſo he came in the Prophetick 
Office. And fince that Office gives us 
the Knowledge of the Regal and Sacerdo- 
tal Offices, which Three make up the 
Mediatorial Office of Chriſt, it will be no 
Force upon the Term Ib (i) as uſed 


by this Apoſtle, if we take it to denote 
the Mediatorial Office, when (as in the 


Text before us) it i /poken of Chriſt. 


Now therefore, fince in ver. 8. the 
Spirit or Mediatorial Office of Chrift, the 


A (1) Sirit. *) Water and Blood. 
| WES + Water, 


6 (\ 1 9 ) 
1 24 the Blood, in which be came, 


ate Withelſes of his ehmiig; and are in 
that One 1155 or x6 of God which 
beareth N itneſs ; «5 1 * te 


; faid in yer. 6. to come, Wu gs I in the 
Water, but i in #5 Vattr and 725 Blood, 
and aſſo i in the 1 Office, or 
pra he cially ſince the naming the 

im Fi in this Clauſe, natural leak 
1 naming it again ih that next uſe, 
in which it was never "doubted in the 
Greek C ies to have been originally. 

Hence 1 conclude my Book o wht to be 
amended with the Addition in ver. . 4s n0. 
ted there, and that the Bth Verſe ought to 
ſand as it does. . 


"4 IV. The 7th Verſe Cls I take it) 
Ne roved belli, the Aecdunt 
erdꝛd '2 ten 1 be he recited Para- 
1 1 ver 9. to Ver. 15. Which ſets 
rth the Record d to be 
1. The Teſtimony of God' the Father 
concerning his Son, ver, 9, 10. 
2. An vidence * God Das" given e- 
mn 0 his Son. ver. 11, 12. 
count of the Record fas it 
is 10 before us, that we may libm the Son 
F God, and have eternal an by him, ver, 
13. And alſo that — 


4.— Ve 


LY 
4. — We may be aſſured he will give ug 
what we alk according to his Will; be- 
2 by this Record we art aſſured he is ca- 
 pable of hearing what we ſay, and knowing 
what we ſilently deſire, ver. 14, 15. Om 
nipreſent and Omniſcient. ED 
$. V. Now if we compare the Record 
with this Account thereof, the 7th Ferſe 
will appear neeeſary, to make them confi 
ent; and conſequently muff be authen- 
tick as the Record it ſelf, and as this Ac- 
count thereof. 5 oy 
1. The Account of the Record makes it 
a Teſtimony of God the Father concern 
Bis Son. 'The Record itſelf, without the 
7th Verſe, is evidently the Teftimony of 
the Spirit, the Water, and the Blood; none 
of which appear by the Record to be God 
the Father ; but the Two latter moſt evi- 
dently relate to Chrift, and ſo alſo does the 
firſt, if my Explanation is right.” 5 
But now with the yth Verſe, the whole 
is plain and ſelf-conſiſtent. The Spirit 
beareth Witneſs; The Father, the Word, 
and the Holy Ghoſt, &ro: oi Teas, theſe Three 
7 -Perſons are One Spirit. The Spirit (or 
Mediatorial Office of Chrift,) the Water or 
-Shecinah in which he _ to the Pa 
triarchs ) and the Blood (or hmmane 


— — 
— TC CI 


I See beneath, A. in 5. VU. 
| C2 Nature,) 


mu 

Nature, *) theſe Three (Witneſſes) are 
in that One Spirit. And therefore 
ſince the Spirit is the Truth (or Subſtance,) 
and is the Witneſs as it is the Truth, or 
Subſtance, he Teſtimony of every Perſon 
in this Subſtance, and of every thing in every 
one of theſe 1 is the Teſtimony of the 
Subſtance. And now ſince this Subſtance ſub- 
ſiſteth in the Perſon of God the Father di- 
rectly without Generation or Proceeding ; 
therefore the Teſſimony of the Subſflance is 
the Teſtimony of God the Father. 

2. The Account of the Record makes it 
an ag voy Rag — has gt eternal 
Life by his Son. But no ſuch ap- 
— in the Record, if the 7th Verſe ee 

ted. This Gift of eternal Life muſt be 
either as à free Gift, or as à Grant for 4 
valuable Conſideration. The Word E 
[ Hath given] is in the latter Senſe in ſome | 
places treating of this Subject. | See C. J 
And the Cenoz of the whole Scrip- 
tures confines it to that Sence. By 
the Sin of Adam we are all under Sen- 
_ tence of Death eternal; by the Blood 
of Chriſt we are redem'd from that 
Sentence. The Value of the Blood of 


— 


* Sec beneath. B. in 5. VII. 


| RR. 
own; and it cannot be his own, if he is 
not ſelf-exiſtent. And nothing in this Re- 
cord will prove him ſelf- exiſtent, if the 
7th Verſe is not part thereof. But by 
the 7th Verſe Chriſt is declared to be the 


ſame ſelf-exiſtent Spirit or Subſtance with 


the Father; and yet a Perſon diſtin from 
the Father. It is Self-exiſtence makes his 
Blood his own ; his diſtin& Perſon makes 
it not the Father's. And thus the Record 


ſets forth our Eternal Life to be granted 


the Father, for a valuable Conſideration paid 


7 the Son, who in his own Perſon came 
or that Purpoſe, in the Blood, Ovr@- 51 


ö dv ot act ©- Ind © Xe This Perſon 


is he who came — by the Blood, and fo is 
the Saviour, the Anointed, This Perſon 
who is the Son of God, by the Words pre- 
ceding the Record, and the 5 Aoyic | The 

Word] by the Record itſelf, 
3. The End for which this Record is 
roduced, ſbems it muſt have the 7th Verſe. 
ithout it we cannot know we believe in 
the Son of God, and that we have eternal 
Life, from any thing in this Record. There 
is not one word which will determine 
what kind of Perſon is coming in the 
Water,and in the Blood,much leſs that the 
Perſon who thus comes is ſelf-exiſtent ; fo 
that we do not know what to believe con- 
| cerning 


"OI 


(14) 
cerning the Son of God, and can have no 
Aſſurance of Eternal Life by him. — 
Wen I hereby, that th 
he — t appear hereby, that the 
Anointed Saviour, who comes in the Water 
and the Blood, is Omniſcient and Omni- 


potent; that he has the Knowleage of what 
we deſire, and Power to do for ts cher 


ingly, when, according to his Will, we put 
up our Prayers to his Perſon. 

Therefore fince, by the 7th Verſe, the 
Son of God is Nel, y the Term 
6 Aoyos [the Word] to be a Perſon diſtin 
from the Father, and the fame Subſtance 
with the Father ; and fince the Term 
b Ae [ the Word] was well known to be 
the Title of the Son ; and fince the Uni- 
ty of the Subſtance,” and Diſtinction of 

erſon, muſt be known to give us a Foun- 
dation for Faith in him, that he has re- 
deemed us, and will grant our Prayers, 


and that the Father has given Wg dh 


67 1 b him, and that his teſtifying this 

is comin in the Water and in the 
2 * the eſtimony of God the Fa- 
ther; I humbly 1 55 it, whether I ma 
not al e * Record 15 defeffrye wit h- 
out the 9th Verſe, and there ore that the 
Uy 4 e Was in it Originath'? ? 


9. vi. 1 


(13) 


. know very well the common 
Interpretation makes the Term I ¶ Spi- 
it] in ver. 6. the Holy Ghoſt ; ExavG 3 
h I dnteias [that Perſon the Spirit of 
Truth] John xvi. 13. But the Conſtrutti- 
on will not bear this Interpretation, "EN 
the Nord One] in ver. the 8th. refers to 
H '| the Mord Spirit] in ver. 6. and 
the n deut '& 18 au Pater and Blood] 
in that Verſe cannot be either # | One 
Thing] with the Holy Ghoſt, or de by 
wh in that one Spirit] if it ſignifies 
the Holy Ghoſt. Neither will ſuch Inter- 
pretation mute the Record and the Account 
agree. The Teſtimony of the Hoty Ghoſt 
catinot be the Teſtimony of God the Fa- 
ther, unleſs by the 7th Verſe they are 
both #* wks | One Spirit; ] which over- 
throws that Interpretation. 


F. VII. The Interpretations given to 
the Terms Water and Blood, m d, x, 14 
dus, I hall not repeat to one much more 
converſant than I am in this Learning ; 
only I beg Leave to ſupport my own Ac- 
ceptat ions as far as they are my own. 
A:T havealready noted, he Mater in which 
Chriſt came, is by the Inſpired Author made 
very diſtinct from the Blood in mhich he _ 

: | a 
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The remaining Queſtion is, Whether the 
Mater is that Shecinah raw or Taberna- 
nacle in Human Shape in which ang ap- 
appeared to the Patriachs © That Taber- 
nacle is called The Dark Water, Pf. xviii. 
11. He made his Pavilion round about the 
Dark Water and thick Clouds to cover him, 
png ny In” NWN vr] IND JUN - 
This Paſſage may very juſtly be referred 
to the Appearance in which the Patriarchs 
and Prophets ſaw the God of Iſrael. And 

then, Firſt, becauſe that Appearance ma 
_ juſtly be called Water. Secondly, becauſe 
the God of Iſrael is the Son of God. 
Therefore, Thirdly, the Expreſſion in the 
Text, — This is he that came, „ b. 
[by Water, | may juſtly be referred to that 
Shecinah in which Chriſt appeared before 
his Incarnation. | 0 
1. The Hiſtory of that Appearance will 
ſnew how juſtly it is called Vater. . 

(I.) It was formed in the Splendor of the 
oly One, out of the Womb, before the Morn- 
ing, by what may be called Condenſation, 
PI. cx. 3. 1997 >y JT» nun camp H Tn 
This was ſpoken to Chriſt, being made 
Prieſt after the Order of . Melchiſedec , 
much Prior to the Order of Aaron, even 
before the World began. And being out of 
the V/omb before the Morning (before the 
3 Morning 


* 


4 


Morning Star, as the LXX.) theſe Parti- 


culars will confine the Phraſe — Dew of 


thy Birth — to that Appearance. And 
then | thar]' Appearance being ſtiled in 
Pſal. xviti. as before, cp ty The Con- 
denſations of the Ather, one may venture 
tolay, it was formed by Condenſation. 
"And thus it agrees with the Formation 
of Water, which, by the Reſolution there- . 
of into Air, the "Buſineſs of every com- 
mon Fire is proved to be Originally Con- 


denſed Air. 


| (2.) It was at the Incarnation reſolved 
mto the ſame Splendor, out of which it 
was at firſt formed, Phil. ii. Chriſt being 
e wogpy Ges, In that Appearance in which 
God appeared till that Time ixivwoe 
tadlev extnaniit ſeipſum, [empty'd himfelf,] 
which could not be done, Sit Verbo Venia, 
but by a Reſolution thereof into its firſt 
Principles. . 
3.) Agreeable to this the God of 1/- 
rael is ſtiled wp - ria mim Pſal. xxix. 2. 
Fehovah in the Splendor of the Holy One, 
referring to that inacceſſible Light in 
which he dwells eternally. And again, 
n pra "y Pſal. Ixxxix. 38. The faith- 
ful Witneſs in the Aither, or Dew, re- 
ferring to the Condenſation of that 
Brightneſs. The Faithful Witneſs, is 
- 0 a Title 
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De Water, or Shec| nah of Water. The 
Original evidently is, . 4 


- P/al. Ixviii. the Lord dwelling in the 


ſo as it 


ſelf H 


W. 
a ng claimed y Chriſt in the Revela- 


hich ſhall conclude this | 
10 5 An nn by Joh, cup. x0. 


= 


þ 008 
* even under 
„r 


If it were not for ſomething lately 
Rao by Dr. Clarke, I ſhould not 
think it necefſary to prove the of 
{/rgel to be the Perſon of the Son: But 
now as Matters ſtand, I muſt beg your 
Patience, (1.) In Pſal. 2. the ſame Peſo 
who is the Lord, n dwelling in the 
vens, is the Son to day begotten. And i * 


oo 


Heavens, is the God of Ifrael acendin 
which is Chriſt, Eph. ſ — even by - 


ad Pſalm ſet by himſelf King, on his Holy 


Hill of Sion. >>> muff be render'd me 
Regem ¶ I bave ſet my (elf King ] | 
ting the Pronoun in the Primitive 4 
opght to be put, Iſa, lit. — 2 
the Knowledge of him, ſhall my Rig 
teous Servant juſtify many. For the ſame 
Per 3 who Tor yet have I ſet 9 [my 


] upon my Hill of Sion, ſays 
Th, Lord 40 f unto — 7. 5445 


my 


E 
WOE: 


8 | 8 0. 8 


y 
Ot 
of 
ut 
ur 
07 
4 
in 
ne 
g. 
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1 
my Son, --- (20 The Word of the Lord, 


. Gen. xv. 1; is evidently the God of Iſrael, 


chap. xvii. (3:) The God of Iſrael is 
the Holy os, and Chriſt is the Holy One; 
P/al. 1 ) The God of Iſrael, is the 
edeemer K ae Iſa. 44. which is the 
peculiar Office of Chriſt. (5.) The God 
of Iſrael is the Judge, Pſal. l. 6. Ano- 
ther peculiar Office of Chriſt, John v. 23. 
More might be ſaid, but I haſten. 

7 50h jection, from that which the Word 
of the Lord ſays 1 to Nathan, Go and tell Da- 
vid, The Secd that ſhall come ont of thy 
Loins, — I will be his Father, and he fball 
be my Son ; which ſpeaks of Chriſt, is thus 
anſwer d. lt is not * but inſtead 

a Father: And ſo render d by the LXX. 
which the Ep. to the Hebrews has made 
Authentick. The Cuſtom of the Houſe of 
Iſrael, makes the Predeceſſor the Father, 
and the Succeſſor the Son. Thus the Se- 


7 cond Brother's Son, by the Widow of 


the deceaſed elder Brother, is not his, 
but the elder Brother's Son. And r. 5 
Lor Hebrew Particle] is not prefixed with- 
out ſome Intimat ion. And when Chriſt 
ſays of himſelf, What if ye Pall ſee 
_ Son of Man aſcend, eis ad Ie, 
[ unto that which was before] he may be 
underſtood to ſpeak of * State in _ 
2 e 


p — 
* 
a 22 * 


C2 
he fate as Lord over all in the Heavens, 
. ogy Os, | In the Form of God, or 

* and State of the God of I- 
rael.J «+ | 3% 
3. Therefore I conclude this Point 
well proved; yet becauſe I have no Au- 
thority but my own Obſervation, I hum- 
bly ſubmit it. A 

B. I perſuade my ſelf, I need not prove 
the term Blood, to ſignify the human Na- 
ture; the term itſelf is thus uſed by 
St John in his Goſpel, chap. i. Who were 
born not of Blood. — It is true, the 
term there is in the Plural Number, and 
here is in the Singular: But this could 
not be otherwiſe, for ' Chriſt himſelf 1s 
only. of Blood, One Blood, that of the 
Bleſſed Virgin Mary; but every other 
Man 1s of Bloods, both Fathers and Mo- 
ther. 8 

C. Vid. Epheſ. i. & alibi paſſim. 

Thus, Reverend Sir, in as few Words, 
and as much Order as my Ability and 
Avocations permit, I have preſumed to 
lay before you my humble Opinion for 
the Authenticity of the Text in Queſtion ; 
let me add, I cannot foreſee any Objection 
from any (ide, but Sabellianiſm. Nothing can 
make the Record | without the 7th Verſe] 
and the Account thereof agree, but this Aſ- 


ſertion, 


(21) 


ſertion, That the Father and Son and Spirit, 


are One only Perſon. Which by this Record 
and Account thereof in ver. 9. is, if we 
omit the 7th ver. manifeſtly affirmed. The 
Teſtimony of the Spirit, if that term ſig- 
nifies the Holy Ghoſt; and of «the Wa- 
ter and Blood, are by ver. 9. the Teſti- 
mony of God the Father, which requires 
their being One Nature, or One Perſon; 
they cannot be the former. | by any thing 
appearing without the 7th Verſe. | Ergo. — 
F. VIII. Shall I conclude with a Con- 
jecture how the Text came to be eraſed, 


and kept out of ſome Copies, which 1 


deſire may have no more Weight than it 


brings with it. The Alogiani, mentioned 
the Goſpel and Re- 


by St. Auſtin, to reject the 
velation of St. John, may juſtly be charged 
with firf expun.cing this lext. The Epi- 
ſtle itſelf may de judged too well known 
to be rejected; and they who contro- 
verted the Two Whole Books aforenamed, 
cannot be ſuppoſed not audacious enough 
to expunge one Text. The People of 
Sabellius s Opinion, which St. Auſtin car- 
ries up to the firſt Century, or near it, 

may be very juſtly charged with . uſing 

ſuch Copies of this Epiſtle as were with- 

out this Text: And then it will be no 
Objection, that the Fathers in the Third 

Century 


* 


bad it in St. 


( 22) | 
made ſo little Uſe of, in their 
rey th fies with Arius ; finee they muſt 
firſt have proved it Auchemick, which 
the Brevity of their Diſcourſes would not 
admit. Some Greek Co es had it in St. 
Cyprian's Time. His Verſton is expreſs, 
canriot be imagin'd to be a Verſion of 
the 8th Verſe ; if that had been intended 
Yo him, a Literal Verſion of II whale 
by. the Latin Words, ſignif) = 
, Water and Blood, ] AO > well 
have anſwer d his Argument for the Unity 
of the Church 3 — his ſuppoſed Alligo- 
rical Verſion of thoſe Words, will prove no- 
thing for him, till he had firſt explain'd 
— prov'd his Expoſi 
vet — The 


of beft Repute m Greek 
erom's Time, O02 later, 
if the Prologue to the Seven Canonical 
Epifiles is not 555 Biſhop Stil ling fleet has 
noted that Author to be, — if the Greek 
9 bad it not when he wrote that 

0 

This, Reverend Sir, being much more 
than 1 thought at firſt to have written, 


ſhall not farther ꝓteſs upon your Time. 


Hany thing wants Explanation, I am rea- 
Daa. but muſt in ſuch Caſe beg 

a Copy, or the Return of the Original, 
n not had Leiſure to make one. If 
you 


poſition, which he has ne- | 


( 2 4 
jou think 19 drs thi to 0x eve T9 
defire my Name may be firſt obliterated, 
having * in Vw, but to be, 
FKe—verend Sir, 
Dee. 2 Tour moſt humble Servant: 


1716. 


LETTER u 


Dr. Bentley's Anſwer. 


Wh herein he gives an Account of the 
Rules by which he proceeds in his 
intended Edition. 


38 Tin. Col. Fan. 1; 1745, 


OURS of December the acth came 
ſafely to my Hands, wherein you 
tell me — — Fame, that in my 
deſign d Edition of the New Teſtament, 
1 purpoſe to leave out the Verſe of Fohn's 
Epiſtle 1. Fans J. ver. I. 


About 


(24) 


About a Year ago, reflecting upon ſome 


Paſſages of St. Hierom, that he had ad- 


juſted and caſtigated the then Latin Vul- 
gate to the beſt Greek Exemplars, and 
had kept the very Order of the Words 
of the Original: I form'd a Thought, 
a priori, that if St. Jerom's true Latin 
Exemplar could now be come at, it would 
be found to agree exactly with the Greek 


Text of the ſame Age ; and ſo the Old 


Copies of each Language (if ſo agreeing) 
would give mutual Proof, and even De- 
monſt tation to each other. Whereupon 
rejecting the Printed Editions of each, 
and the ſeveral Manuſcripts of Seven Cen- 
turies, and under, I made uſe of none 
but theſe of a Thouſand Years ago, or 
above, (of which Sort I have 20 now 
in my Study, that one with another make 
20000 Years.) I had the Pleaſure to find, 
as I preſaged, that they agreed exactly 
like two Tallies, or two Indentures ; and 
I am able from thence to lead Men out of 
the Labyrinth of 60000 various Lections; 
(for St. Ferom's Latin has as many Varie- 
ties as the Greek) and to give the Text, 
as it ſtood in the Beſt Copies, in the Time 
of the Council of Nice, without the Error 
of 50 Words. = 


Now 


(25) 

Now in this Work I indulge nothing 
to any Conjecture, not even in a Letter, 
but proceed "folely upon Authority of Co- 
pies, and Fathers of that Age. And what 
will be the Event about the faid Verſe of 

John, I my ſelf know not yet; having 
2 uſed all the old W that 5 have * 
formation of. 

But by this you ſee, that in m pro- 

| xr Work, the Fate of that = wy peo 

| e Queſt: jon of Fatt. | You — 4 
| vour to prove (and that's all you aſpire 
| to,) that it may have been writ by — A- 

poſtle, being conſonant to his other Do- 

ctrine. This 1 concede to you; and if 
the Fourth C knew that Text, let. 
it come in, in God's Name: But if that 

Age did not know it, then Arianiſm in 

its Height was beat down, without the 
Help of that Verſe : And let the Fact 

Logs as it will, the DoErine 1 is unſhaken. 


” . —_— n— _— wt * 


ö 

| 

f Tours, b 
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„ en 1 LET- 


(26 ) 


LETTER wu. 


Boi a RevLy to Dr. aa. 


Jo. + 1716. 
3 SIR, 


A my Thanks. for the Eats, of 
I beg leave to aſſure you this 

will & the only: Troudle 1 all give 
you, and ect pray your Fatichoe 
| and Pardon. 1 07 3 
Lou ſeem not * ace nie which 
aſpire to prove not the Poſſidiliey, but the 
| ry that St. John: wrate the Text in 
Queſtion - And this not betauje it is Cn. 
fonant- 40 | bis other Dofirine, but becauſe 
the. Argument in the Chapter evadently Re- 
quires tl. Either che 'Fext is Genuin, or 
the whole Period from ver. 9. to ver. x 6. 
incluſive, is Spurious. 

You honour me with an 3 of 
your Matiues to this deſirable Work of 

ours, for which late 1 will 
bleſs vou. Theſe muſt gratify all 
neft Minds, becauſe St. Ferom 
of the Omiſſion of this Text from the 
Latin Copies, and ſays he has * it 


(27) 
from.the Greek. I believe his Complaint 
is in 4 Paſſege which is one of your Motives, 
The Prologue to 7 Cath. Epiſt. never yet 
proved not his, tho violenty attacked by 
Eraſmus and F. Simon, &c. | 
Permit me, Reverend Sir, to add, 
Autho:ity of all MSS. beſides the Auto- 
graphon it at beſt but Conjecture ; whereas 
the Evidence I have alledged from the 
itſelf is Decilive, if 1 under- 
and the Paſſage ; which whether I do or 
not, is ſubmitted. Much leſs can 20 MSS. 
or even 20,000 of the 8th Century 
determine what was St. Jerom's own Opi- 
nion; ſince, at that time the old Vulgate 
had retriev'd itſelf; nor is it certain that 
his Caſtigations ever were receiv d; and 
you know how much St. Auſfin oppoſed 
him, and that his own new Verſion is not 
00Y 1 eat a " REA 
The Queſtion is of d Fart; but not, 
Whether Af. ath a1 read the Text; 
but, the Apoſtle wrote it? 
Which T think I have proved beyond Con- 
tradittion. I perſuade myſelf will 
not be byaſs'd by the common Buaſion of St. 
Cyprian's Teſtimony. He could not uſe the 8th 

'erfe in the Wordiiof the'7th, All he had 
e | firſt proved thoſe Merdi to be the Meaning 


pr , 
% 


SFS 888. 


L 


( 28 | 


if (after all) my former cannot obtain 
your Conſideration, Jet me beg the Favou 
2 your returning it; for I have no Copy 
irt. 
1 have not the Honour to be of the 
Chiiftian Miniffry. But having met 
with Diſappointments in Secular Affairs, 
am the more deſirous to ſecure an Eternal 
Intereſt ; and my Thoughts of the Influence 
of this noble Paſſage There de have cre- 


ated you this an the former Trouble, 
from, 


Reverend 5 I R, 
Tour moft humble Servant, &c. 


— 
— — — 


— 
— 
— — 


1 * 


An Account of what may be expecled 
in Dr. Bentley's intended Edition, 
if he uſes to his om Rules. 


Wherein the. true Reading of ©, Matthew 
in Chap, xix. 17, Ay Chap. xxvii. 9 
is n to _ fecal: 


1 Reply to the Dr. being in > Con 
1 By of what I had aſſerted, 
bur being drawn up in haſte; and as ſhort 


(9 ) 
28 I could make it, I ſhall now a little en- 
large upon it, and ſubmit the Whole to 
the impartial Reader. 
The Doctor aſſerts in his Nun, 
1. That if St. Jerom's Latin Exenplar 


could be come at, it would be found to agree 
exactly with the Greek Text of the ſame 


| A. —— And therefore — 


2. The old Copies, if ſo agreeing, would ; 
give mutual Proof, and even Demonſtration 
to each other. 

3. That the Greek and Latin Copies of 
the Seventh Century are ſo agreeing. And 
therefore — 

4. That the Latin Copies of that Cen- 
in are the Copies which St. Jerom cor- 

ed. And conſequently — 

5. That the Greek Copies of the Seventh 

Cong reeing with thoſe Latin Copies, 

muſe e Pw the beſt Copies of the Fourth 
And conſequently—— 

— Able to lead us thro the r of 
all the various Readings. And, | 

7. Particularly to determine the Authe 


| "ny of the Text in + Queſtion. . 


F. II. A diſtind ane es of thoſe 
Particulars may ſnew (if not the Fallacy 
of the Ane yet) the Neceſſity of uſing 
ache Methods, beſides thoſe Copies, for the 


very 


See 


de Unitate Eecleſiæ. And 1 am in 50 


630 
able End by this Reve- 
— Learned hp ax hismoft lan dable 
Enterprize. 


1. It & agreed, that Se. Jeton's Latin 
would rer wit h the deft Greek Copy of 
wat Age. Whether, by the Term, St. Pa. 
roms be meant his Cafti ew of 
the Vulgate, or that New Verſſon of hs 
which Ne when 
he thought the Vulgate too full of Errors 
to be amended as it out? 

But here I muſt obſerve to the Rea der, 


| There i all the Reaſon in the World to 


conclude for the Text in Queſtion, from the 


Greek Copies St. Jerom xſid. In his Pro- 


to the Seven Catholick Epiſtles, he 
complains of the. Omiſſion of it by ſome 
Latin Copies. The Reader will $4 the 
Prologue in ull the Falgate Latin Printed 
Bibles, till about the middle of the Six- 
teenth C „ and a Defence thereof 
in Biſhop. Fel Notes pon St. Cyprian, 


Dr. Bentley takes this Prologue. for one of 
the Paſſages in St. Jerom, that gave him 
the 4701 Thought of his Enterprize. 

But yet I am {apprehenſive this 
Amilathent:of: St. Jerom's Latin with the 
beſt Greek Copies of the Fourth Century, 
* de no Foundation fer 4 . 
cluſion 


2 + 
clufion in behalf. of all the Greek and Latin 
425 which 4d. together, tho they be 
older than the Seventh Century. But other 
Conſiderations muft he had to determme the 


Precedence for a various Lettion 


ſuch Agreement: ot 
A*. atin Copies in St. Auſtin's Time 


a various Lection in St. Matthew, 
chap. xxvii. 9. Then was fulfilled that 
which was ſpoken by Jeremiah the Prophet, 
&c.. Some omitted, and others retain'd 
the Word Jeremiah. The greateſt Part 
of the Prophecy is exprefly read in Ze- 
cheriah, It is St. Auſfin who tells us 
ſome old Copies omitted the Word Jeremy. 
And I will ſuppoſe, for ance, the Dofor's 
old Copies f 1000 Tears omit it likewiſe. 
And if they do, 1 queſtion not but to 
prove. they. are all faulty, and have omit- 
ted the Word Feremy, which the Ev 
liſt did moſt certainly put down. 1 he 
Text is, ver- 9. Then wes fulfilled that 
which was by Jeremy the Prophet 
ſaying, And they took the Thirty Pieces of 
Silver, the Price of him that was value 
whom they. of (or ſome from among) the 
Children of liracl did value ; 10. and oy 
gn Com far the Potter's Field, as the 

d appainted me. NR | 


[1,] The 


(32) 
It.] The Prophecy contains Four Par- 
r — . = DN. 
Ct.) The Money paid to Fudas. _ 
Nai THe Purchaſe bought for that 
Money of Judas. 
(3. The Money paid to the Potter. 
(g.) The Reaſon of paying that Money 


_ 


* 


: 


to the Potter. | 
Y [2] It muſt be obſerved, that in the 
recital of Prophecies in the New Teſta- 
ment, there are often two or more Pro- 
phecies put together. Thus in Aﬀs 1. 20. 
from Palm Ixix. 26. and Pſalm cix. 7. 
fo, alſo Matth. xxi. 5. from Iſa. Ixii. 11. 
and Zech. ix. 9. And yet the Latin Goſ- 
pel ſays, per Prophetam [by the Prophet 
in the Singular Number; and the G 
conſenting, ſays, Ns rd Tieggire [ by the 
Prophet] in the Singular Number alſo ; fo 
again in other Place. 
13. In the recital of the Prophecy 
before us, the Three firſt Particulars are 
evidently in Zech. xi. 7, &c. and there- 
fore he need not be named; but the Fourth 
Particular being in Jeremiah, not in ex- 
preſs Words, but in Typical 1 
only, and yet being ſo evidently Typify'd 
as to declare thereby the Reaſon of paying 
that Money to the Potter; it was neceſ- 
ſary to name the Prophet Jeremy, * 
0 


r 


330 ; 
ſo. the Purchaſe of the Potter's Field may 
appear foretold, which is not at all 
mentioned in Zechariab, and yet was 
the moſt notorious Pat of the Tran- 
ſaction. This will appear from the re- 
cital of the Prophecies, Zech. xi. 7. &c. 
And TI ( faith the Lord Jehovah, ver. 6. 
will feed the Flock of Slaughter, even you, O 
poor of the Flock: And I took unto me 


two Staves ; the one I called Beauty, and 


the other I called Bands. — And I took 
my Staff, even Beauty, and cut it aſunder, 
that I 'mght break the Covenant that I 
had made with all the People. And ut 


was broken in that Day; and ſo the Poor 


of the Hock that waited upon me, knew 
that I (was) the Word of Jebovab. And 
Z ſaid unto them, Tf ye think good, give me 
my Price's, and if not, forbear : So the 

weighed for my Price Thirty Pieces of Si. 
ver. And the Lord ſaid, Alas, F caſt it to 
the Potter, (even) the goodly Price that I 
was priſed at by them; and I took the thirty 
Pieces of Silver and caft them to the Potter, 
in the Houſe of the Lord. Then I cut aſunder 
mine other Staff, even Bands that I might 
break the Brotherhood between Judah and 


Urael. . 


| 1 Hebrew is N mT Ian © guod ipſe verbum 
Jehova, that I che Word of the Lord. 
+ The Hebrew js N which in Joel i. 8, is xender'd 


Mourn ye, 
F Now ¾ Z 


2 . 
* 7: T4 
X 
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(134) 

Now this Prophecy evidently foretels, 
(1.) The paying 30 Pieces of Silver; (2.) 
for the Purchaſe of the Meſtah, the Word of 
the Lord; and, (3.) the rejefting that Mo- 
ney, and caſting, or proffering it to the Potter: 
But here is not one Tittle of what it 
was pꝛoſter d fot to the Potter, This 
was foretold by Jeremiah, in a more ob- 
ſeure manner, which therefore does of 
neceſſity require the naming that Pro- 
phet, The Paſſage. in Jeremiah is this, 
Jerem. xxxii. 6. &c. And Jeremiah ſaid, 
The Word of the Lord came unto me, ſay- 
ing, Behold Hanameel the Son of Shal- 
lum, thy Uncle, ſhall come unto thee, ſaying, 
Buy: thee my Field which i in Arie, 
for the Right of Redemption is thine to buy 
it. So Hanameel, my Uncle's Son, came 
to me —— according to the Mord of the 
Lord — Then I knew- that this was the 
Word of the Lord, and 1 bought the 
Held. — + 3-8) 

Jeremiah, juſt before the Captivity, ac- 
cording to the . of God, buys a 
Field of Hanameel; and this, by St. Mar- 
thew, is declared to be a Prophecy of the 
Application of the Money which was re- 
turned, after it had been the Price of the 


Meſſiah. The Evangeliſt has Three Au- 
thorities for ſo doing, Firſt, The immedi- 
ate Inſpiratjon of the Holy Ghoft, (but this 

was 


& & a Wew TT 1IC0 —_ WS XxX TE”. a. 


635) 


was no Proof againſt them that deny d ſuch Inſpi- 


ration in him.) Secondly, The known Maxim, 
that the whole Hiſſory of the eme was Typical, 
And, Thirdly, The known Method of the Fews, in 
explainmg Prophecies by Permutation of the Let- 
ters, according to known and ſlated Rules, by 
which the Hebrew Letters of Hanameecl in Fe- 
remiah are exchang d for the Letters of Hajot aer 
the Potter in Lechariah. And thus, The Word 
of the Lord to Jeremiah, to buy the Field of 

jult before the Babyloniſh Captivity, 
becomes a Prophecy, That a Field ſhou'd be 
bought of the Potter, juft before the Deſtruttion 
of Jeruſalem. And then the Cale of Zeremiab 
at that time (which made it even rhe parting 
with bis Blood, to buy that Field, as the Lord 
pointed him) moſt evidently attaches this 7 
the Phophecy of Zechariah, which foretold the 
Money paid for the Price of the 3 Blood, 
(tor him who is the Word of the Lord) ſhould 
be groen to the Potter, but does not ſay for what 


. ee ane hn 
here the various Ledlion may be deter- 
min d by the Cuſtom of naming only one Prophet, 
when two. are cited. And the no Occaſion for 
naming Zechariah, becauſe the Words in his 
Book are expreſs. And the abſolute Neceſſity 
of naxrny Jeremiah, becauſe the Prophecy in 
him lies hid in Typical Repreſentation, and more 
myſterious conſonancy of Letters, according to 
ules of Art known among the Learned, but not 
among the People. And becauſe the /aying aut 
this Money to purchaſe the Potter's Field ro bur 
Strangers in, made the fulfill ing of Zechary's 
Prophecy notorious to all the World, That Field 
being called Acel-damah, the Held of Blood, unto 
this Day. "T-3 But 


| JT 


* 8 P 


636.9) 

But wherber the Agreement of Latin amd 
Greet Cy ies of the 4th Cen Ne re. in omitting the 
Word . if they had agreed therein, as 
they do not, can determine the Fuftnefs f 7 uch 
Omiſton againſt the Copies that rend the Word, 
is now ſubmitted to the impartial Reader, 
3, 4, 5. And now alfo I fubmit it, Whether 
An Agreement between the Greek and Latin Co- 

pies of the qth Century, can determine the Latin 
ies of that Century to be the Genuin Latin 
Oi Jerom, or the Greek ones of the ſame 
Century to be taken from the beſt of the 4th 
Century > And — __- 

6. — — they are ſi aller, -by y How ole 
Authority, Ao out of the 2 the 
various * W A 

There may be various Readings in the Greek, 
which may be well enough expreſſed by one 
and the ſame Latin Phraſe. For Inſtance, 

St. Marr. xix. 17. In Origen's Time was read 
in ſome. Copies, TI js iopras Why T2 d ſabs; 
and in others, Ti ps Miſers aſalov ; Either of 
which may be well expreſſed by the Latin, 
Quid me interrogas de bono? Why doeſt thou ask 
me concerning the Good ? Which was the Read- 
ing in St. Auſtin's Trme. And yet it is of great 
Conſequence to confirm the former Greek Read- 
ing ; for this Goſpel being originally He- 
brew, and therefore not ambiguors in the Ex- 

preſion, the Verſion thereof by Phraſes not 
ble ro any Ambiguity, would determine the Pa- 
rallelt in other Goſpels that are ambiguouſly 
expreſſed. And then, TI h. Meg A ſatòr in Sr. 
Mark, And, Quid me dicis Bonum? muſt be 
render” d, ' Why ſpeakeſt thou to me (or asketh 
thou me) of the Ovod? Which, who ſo does, Ne 4 
th Y 
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thereby. merit etermal Life; ] erg it en f 


Good, hut Onè Perſon, (even Chriſty 2 5). 
Go hr of | 


pe ie, py w dſals, in Se; "Mate cannot 
he otherwiſe render d. But now that Reading 
cannot be confirmed by the Conſent of the — 
that conſents to both, and argues only the 


muſt determine it muſt 
in the ſame Clau ſe, compared with the Accounts 
of the Are who ſolely is ſo Good as to — 


— Life by bis re Ani of And conſe 
ly cannot reprove the Man for calling him ( 


but muſt do ſo for thinking any Body, but Griff 


who is the Se!f-exiftent Independent Being, could 5 


merit eternal 4 by being 2 Gio; for all de- 
tived Beings are Saen and after all, we 
muſt fay, We have done what: was our Buty. 
and are ET Servants, —Can merit no- 
thing. = 

80 that one may conclude the Greek Inter- 


preter of St. Martbew's Hebrew put it, TI ys 


ieplac wry w dials ;' Why asketb thou me con- 


 cerning that Good ? And that the Latin Inter- 


preter had the Cop rp which was ſo put; and 
that the various Lection was afterwards from 
ſome Sciolus, who had a mind to make the 
Goſpels conſonant in Expreſſion. 

7. I have faid enough in my Firſt Letter, to 
prove the Door cannot juſtly omit the Paſſage 
in Queſtion, 1 John v. 7. by the Agreement of 
his Greek and Latin Copies of the 7th Century, 
it they do ſo agree, which rom not appear. 
But ſince there is another various Lection in 
the Text, ſome Copics omitting the Words — 


In Heaven z it may be proper to ſay > | 
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about that in this place. 
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& for the Salvation. of 


tion of the World, More tbe Morning, Pf. ox 
1 how if we take dhe Tem | 
5 for Party to the Deed, as it was when 


e the Father, the Word, 
e 
7 
e ond tbe Boot por ele i fr. 
ward Nee wn yy + And t then the Omifſion of 
the Word in Heaven is favlty alſo. 


58 in And this ſuffice to ove, 
whoguer would gi 22 „Ten 


vor depend the A- 
the Latin ith %he Greek, 
how old or numerous ſoever, but have recourſe 
to other Conſiderations,” as tbe Subjett of the 
Place or Queſtion may require; without _ 
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